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(104) 42!

And rehearse to them (something of) Abraham's story. Behold,
he said to his father and his people: "What worship ye?" They
said: "We worship idols, and we remain constantly in attendance
on them." He said: "Do they listen to you when ye call (on
them)?" "Or do you good or harm?" They said: "Nay, but we
found our fathers doing thus (what we do)." He said: "Do ye then
see whom ye have been worshipping,- "Ye and your fathers
before you?- "For they are enemies to me; not so the lord and
cherisher of the worlds; "Who created me, and it is He who
guides me; "Who gives me food and drink, "And when I am ill, it
is He who cures me; "Who will cause me to die, and then to life
(again); "And who, | hope, will forgive me my faults on the day
of judgment. "O my Lord! Bestow wisdom on me, and join me
with the righteous; "Grant me honourable mention on the tongue
of truth among the latest (generations); "Make me one of the
inheritors of the garden of bliss; "Forgive my father, for that he is
among those astray; "And let me not be in disgrace on the day
when (men) will be raised up;- "The day whereon neither wealth
nor sons will avail, "But only he (will prosper) that brings to

Allah a sound heart; "To the righteous, the garden will be
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brought near, "And to those straying in evil, the fire will be

placed in full view; "And it shall be said to them: 'Where are the
(gods) ye worshipped- "Besides Allan? Can they help you or
help themselves?' "Then they will be thrown headlong into the
(fire),- they and those straying in evil, "And the whole hosts of
Iblis together. "They will say there in their mutual bickerings:
"By Allah, we were truly in an error manifest, ""When we held
you as equals with the lord of the worlds; "And our seducers
were only those who were steeped in guilt. ""Now, then, we have
none to intercede (for us), "'Nor a single friend to feel (for us).
"'Now if we only had a chance of return we shall truly be of those
who believe!™ Verily in this is a sign but most of them do not
believe. And verily thy lord is He, the exalted in might, most

merciful.
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