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Man says: "What! When | am dead, shall | then be raised up

alive?" But does not man call to mind that We created him before
out of nothing? So, by thy Lord, without doubt, We shall gather
them together, and (also) Satans (with them); then shall We bring
them forth on their knees round about hell; then shall We
certainly drag out from every sect all those who were worst in
obstinate rebellion against (Allah) most gracious. And certainly
We know best those who are most worthy of being burned
therein. Not one of you but will pass over it: this is, with thy
Lord, a decree which must be accomplished. But We shall save
those who guarded against evil, and We shall leave the wrong-
doers therein, (humbled) to their knees. When Our clear signs are
rehearsed to them, the unbelievers say to those who believe,
"Which of the two sides is best in point of position and fairer in
assembly?" But how many (countless) generations before them
have we destroyed, who were even better in equipment and in
glitter to the eye? Say: "Whoever goes astray, (Allah) most
gracious extends (the rope) to them, until, when they see the
warning of Allah (being fulfilled) - either in punishment or in
(the approach of) the hour,- they will at length realise who is
worst in position, and (who) weakest in forces! "And Allah doth
increase in guidance those who seek guidance: and the things that
endure, good deeds, are best in the sight of thy Lord, as rewards,
and best in respect of (their) eventual return." Hast thou then seen
the (sort of) man who rejects Our signs, yet says: "l shall
certainly be given wealth and children?" Has he penetrated to the
unseen, or has he taken a contract with the most gracious? Nay!
We shall record what he says, and We shall add and add to his
punishment. To Us shall return all that he talks of and he shall
appear before Us bare and alone. And they have taken (for

worship) gods other than Allah, to give them power and glory!
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Instead, they shall reject their worship, and become adversaries

against them.
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