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Theme

Islam: the religion of Ibrahim.
Ibrahim’s advice to his sons.
The order of Allah to believe in
all the Prophets without
discrimination. Baptism is from
Allah. Ibrahim and his sons
neither  Jews

WCerc nor

Christians.
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Tarjumani

Who but a foolish man would
renounce the faith of Ibraheem?
We chose him in this worldly
life, and in the Hereafter, he will
be among the righteous. When
his Rabb asked him: "Be a
Muslim," he answered: "I have
become a Muslim to the Rabb of

the worlds," This was the legacy
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that Ibraheem left to his sons
and so did Yaqoob (Jacob),
when he said: "O my sons!
Allah has chosen for you this

Deen (way of life), therefore,

die not wunless you are

n

Muslims." Were you present
death approached

Ya'qoob (Jacob)? He asked his

when

sons: "Who will you worship
after me?" They replied: "We
will worship the same One God
Who is your Rabb and the Rabb
of your forefathers Ibraheem,
Isma'il and Ishaq (Isaac), and to
Him we all submit as Muslims.
Jews They were a people that
have passed away. They shall
reap the fruits of what they did,
and you shall for what you do.
You shall not be questioned
about what they did. and
Christians say: "Be Jews or
Christians, you shall then be
rightly guided." O Muhammad,
say: "By no means! We follow
the faith of Ibraheem, the
upright one; and he was not one
of the mushrikeen (those who

worship others beside Allah).
Say: "We believe in Allah and
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that which is revealed to us; and
what was revealed to Ibraheem
(Abraham), Isma'il (Ishmael),
Ishaq (Isaac), Yaqoob (Jacob)
and their descendants, and that
which was given to Musa
(Moses). Isa (Jesus) and other
Prophets from their Rabb. We
do not discriminate between any
of them, and to Him (Allah) we
have surrendered our-selves (in
Islam), " So, if they believe
(accept Islam) like you have
believed, they shall be rightly
guided; if they reject it, they will
surely fall into dissension
(divide into differing factions);
Allah will be your sufficient
defender against them, and He
hears and knows everything.
Baptism is the baptism of Allah;
and who is better than Allah in
baptizing? Him do we worship.
Say, O Muhammad: "Would
you dispute with us concerning
Allah, who is our Rabb and your
Rabb as well? We shall be
accountable to Him for our
deeds and you for yours; to Him

Alone we are devoted. Do you

claim that Ibraheem (Abraham),
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Isma'il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac),

Yaqoob (Jacob) and their
descendants were all Jews or
Christians? Say: Are you more
knowledgeable than Allah?"
Who is more unjust than the one
hides testimony

received from Allah? Allah is

who the
not unaware of what you do.
That was a nation which has
already passed away. They are
responsible for what they did
and you are responsible for what
you shall not be

you do,

questioned about their deeds.
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Tafsir
Who would deliberately | 1H-T-3a6H & &M dg
renounce the religion of | G Ryarg 39 =fed &, &t

Ibrahim except someone who
reveals himself to be a fool?
We chose him in this world
and in the Next World he will
be one of the people of right
action. [2:130]

W4 &1 e g s 82
TH- TR B 39 gfar | ot
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Who  would

the

deliberately

renounce religion of
Ibrahim except someone who

reveals himself to be a fool?

dH-T-39E B AHIHBR
P9 B, Rarm 39 afd
& ol W4 B I R sear a2




Ruku 17 [2 Baqgarah 130-141] Universal Religion of Submission

This question is in fact a rebuke
and a negative answer to it is
implied, such as: ‘No one
would.’ It is also an expression
which tends to distance the
reader from doing such a thing.
Millah means religion and law.
The ‘someone who reveals
himself to be a fool’ is said by
Qatadah to be the Jews and
Christians who renounced the
religion of Ibrahim and adopted
Judaism and Christianity, which
were innovations that did not
come from Allah. Az-Zaj;aj said
that safiha (to be a fool) means
‘to be ignorant of a matter
because of not thinking about
it’. Abu ‘Ubaydah says that it
means ‘destroys himself’. Ibn
Bahr says, ‘It means that it
refers to someone having no
self-knowledge and no grasp of
the evidence and proofs within
himself, which indicate that he
has an incomparable Creator,

thus failing to recognize Allah’s

unity and power.’
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3R I ol Uga- H 3Hd
BTl

Az-Zajja) said, ‘He reflects
about his hands with which he
strikes, his feet with which he
walks, his eyes with which he
sees, his ears with which he
hears, his tongue with which he
speaks, his molars which grow
when he has no need to suckle
and needs to masticate the food
he eats, his stomach which
processes his nourishment, his
liver which detoxifies, his veins
and passageways which reach
the limbs, his intestines where
the dregs of food settle and then
emerge from the bottom of his
body. He uses this as evidence
that He has an All-Powerful,
All-Knowing Wise Creator.
This 1s the meaning of His
words:

Do you not see?” (51:21)* Al-
Khattabt indicated this.

“in yourselves as well.
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This ayah is used as evidence by
those who say that the Shari‘ah
of Ibrahim is the same as our
Shari'ah except for those
aspects of it which have been
abrogated as He says: ‘the
religion of your forefather
Ibrahim’ (22:78) and ‘Follow
the religion of Ibrahim’

(16:123).

9 3{d DI 3 ANT A YA &
U H U [ha1 8 S dHgd § 1b
& T 8§, Rar 37 91t &
gl o o Sreag qefTen &I
AN 8 "R Jdol ISRHS
H " (22:78) 3R "ZHARIHO &
&I BT SR BRI (16:123)

We chose him in this world

U 34 39 g-aT | g ferm

This means: ‘We chose him to
bear Our Message and purified
him.” The word istafa (chose) is
derived from safwah which
means to be pure and to choose

the best.

$IHT 312 TF & “§HA I Ul
G I8 B & W g 3R
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and in Next World he will be
one of the people of right

action

IR IMRRA A TgAPPRI AT
I

The ‘people of right action’ in
the Next World are those who
are successful and will enter the
Garden. Arabic scholars say
three things about the phrasing
in this ayah. One is: ‘He will be
righteous in the Next World’.
The second is that ‘in the Next
World’ to

1s  connected
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3Re fagHl 3 39 smd &t
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something elided, i.e. ‘his
righteousness is in the Next
World.” The third is that salihin
does not mean ‘those who do
right action’ here but is simply a
designation like ‘man’. There is
also a fourth view which states
that it means: ‘He is one of the
righteous in respect of the
actions of the Next World.” Al-
Husayn ibn al-Fadl said, ‘There
is a change in the normal order
of words. It implies: “We chose
in this world and in the Next
World, and he i1s one of the

999

people of right action.”” Hayjjaj
ibn Hajjaj (who is Hajjaj al-
Aswad and Hajjaj al-Ahwal,
known as Ziq ’1-"Asal) said that
he heard Mu‘awiyah ibn Qurrah
say, ‘O Allah, You made the
righteous righteous and
provided them with actions in
obedience to You so that You
are pleased with them. O Allah,
as You made them righteous,
make us righteous. As You
provided them with actions in

obedience to You, provide us

@@ HUT F JoT 8, 3l
JYDI APt SMERd H gl
dRRt g fb Tgl ifcigH @
dred "= A HRA arel” o,
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with actions in obedience to

You. Be pleased with us!’

STATATA & 3T TS B | 3R

THY U g

When his Lord said to him,
‘Become a Muslim!’ he said, ‘I
am Muslim who has
submitted to the Lord of all

the worlds.’ [2:131]

a

W9 39F 9 A 399 el
“JTATHPRT (Gieaw) a1 sman”,
at 3T FeT: “H Tsgd-ATaHA
1 AFER! (GREH) 81 gD

A4

g7 [2:131]

This ayah is connected to the

previous one and  the
implication 1s, ‘We chose him
when his Lord said to him,
“Become a Muslim and
submit.”” Allah said this to
Ibrahim after He had tested him
with the stars, the moon and the
sun (cf. 6:76-84). Ibn Kaysan
and al-Kalbi said it means:
‘Make your din sincere for
Allah through tawhid.’ It is said
that it means: ‘Be humble and
submitted.” Ibn °‘Abbas said,
‘Allah said that to him when he
abandoned the customs of his
people.’ Islam here entails all its
various aspects. In Arabic the
word ‘Islam’ implies
submission and obedience to the
to.  Not

one submitted

everyone’s Islam entails faith

g 31ad Ul 3mad 9 Js! g3
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but everyone’s faith entails
Islam because whoever believes
in Allah necessarily submits to
and obeys Allah. Not everyone
who submits to Allah believes
in Him because his submission
may be out of fear of the sword
and that is not faith. The
Qadariyyah and Kharijites hold
a contrary view saying that
Islam is synonymous with faith
and that every Muslim is a
believer and every believer a
Muslim based on Allah’s
words: ‘The din in the sight of
Allah 1s Islam’ (3:19). This
indicates that Islam is the din
and that whoever is not a
Muslim is not a believer. Our
evidence is found in His words:
‘The desert Arabs say, “We
believe.” Say: “You do not
believe. Say rather: ‘We have

(49:14)

29

become Muslim.’...
Allah reported that not every
one who becomes Muslim is a
believer and so it indicates that
not every Muslim is a believer.
When Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas
said, ‘Give to so-and-so. He is a

believer,” the Prophet * said to

3RS U H gw@m &1 Y g
forge e wHdu fdhar S,
YD 3T SR U HATl B
fad &1 A A &9 9
SAE P Afthfed T8 P,
Qe g A &1 S0 3=
S B gEfad Rl g,
Hifs ST 37eelTe IR SHMH Il &,
dg SO U ¥ 3lE &
A FHAT § SR IS AT
&1 UTeH Bl g1 <fb &R 98
HfeR] Sl 3fexig & THA b
ST, TP gl fob I HITH
g g1, ifer ST YT GeraR
& g ¥ ot g1 9@l g, 9k T8
A e B 1 Bl SR WAl
P AU Ad TWd §1 3!
Hel 8 fb WM SR $AE
AR € SR &R gHaHH
At € d9u & W
TITAA—3R T 3icelle dfal
& T HYT I YA O ©: ‘e
31 3reete & fRepe < %™ &
2" (3:19)1 3P TR TP
3 75 g fob M 1 AN &, 3R
Sl g9 Fgl, 98 | a1
THRT THTU] 3{elle d3HTel & 39
HYT T §: "Sg Hed 8. TH SAM
1T g &l JH SHM gl dIg,




Ruku 17 [2 Baqgarah 130-141] Universal Religion of Submission

transmitted it. It indicates that
faith and Islam are not the same.
Faith is internal and Islam is
external. This is clear. ‘Faith’
can be used to mean Islam and
Islam can be used to mean
‘faith’ since they are connected.
It is as if Islam were the fruit of
faith and an indication of its

soundness. Success is by Allah.

TTE.." (49:14)| 3{CATE qATl
7 Wy # faan fb g g
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Ibrahim directed his sons to
this, as did Ya‘qub: ‘My sons!
Allah has chosen this din for
you, so do not die except as

Muslims.’ [2:132]
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e gl1” [2:132]

Ibrahim directed his sons to

this, as did Ya‘qub:

SRS F 3O def Bl g4t
7 it 9t fovam

“This’ may refer to ‘the religion’
or to the words, ‘I submit to the
Lord of the worlds.” The latter
view 1s more correct because it
was the last thing mentioned.
Some readings have wassa for
‘directed’ whereas the people of

Madinah and Syria read awsa.

Yeg Tg S AT S ST §
g R a8 &Y W IS -
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Isma‘1l and Ishaq were the sons
of Ibrahim. The elder was
Isma‘ll and his mother was
Hajar the Copt. There are three
positions regarding the age of
Isma‘1l at the time Ibrahim took
him to Makkah: as a baby, as a
two year old infant or as a
fourteen year old youth. The
first is considered the soundest.
He was born fourteen years
before his brother Ishaq and
died when he was one hundred
and thirty-seven or one hundred
and thirty years old. He was
eighty years old when Ibrahim
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died. According

statement, he was the son
Ibrahim was commanded to
sacrifice. Ishaq’s mother was
Sarah, and he was the sacrifice
according to another statement,
which seems sounder. We will
deal with this when we examine
the story in Surat as-Saffat
(37:102-109). From  him
descend the Romans, Greeks
and Armenians and those like
them and the sons of Israel.
Ishaq lived to the age of one
hundred and eighty and died in
the Holy Land. He was buried
with his father Ibrahim. When
Sarah died, Ibrahim married
Qantiira (Keturah) bint Yaqgtan
the Canaanite and she bore him
Madyan, Madayin, Nahshan,
Zimran, Nashiq and Shuyiikh.
He died about 2600 years before
the birth of the Prophet %. The

Jews lessen this by 400 years.

Iy Bt Mg W §3HT| 91 SARIHS
®1 e gofl, 39 IHd SHRd’
DI MY T oy f| T Ad &
TR qEl @ GF ¥
SSTEHC Bl Ha DI BT TR
faar war o1 SWIHS P A
RE: o, SR R " &
IIR—N 3fYdh Feg Udid
gIT §— it o g g T g
SwEIHS o 1 39 fawg R g™
6 SR-TTHRTA (37:102-109)
& T H T Bl | SRIHO DI
Tafa & 9T, g, st
IR ST Had-gadt s
Sfadl & AY-I &4 gARd
I gUI TWIH- TP T 3
9y P! 3N db Sifdd g 3R
afad Y & 39T Y= gofm, iR
3% 304 fUdl Seeds & 1Y
%A fbar T RS & A
& TG ITRHS T HRT (PR
fod Tgam e ¥ faare
far, MY 96 @ e,
TGIH, I8, fSHRE, I=0id
3R g@ Uar gul SRS I
fAeM et 2 P U I T
2600 9N Ud g31T| Igal 59 3{af
I 400 Y HH Fdd g




Ruku 17 [2 Baqgarah 130-141] Universal Religion of Submission

Ya‘qub gave the same directive
to his other sons. Al-Kalbi said,
‘When Ya‘qub looked at the
people in Egypt, he saw them
worshipping idols, fire and
cows, so he collected his sons
and alerted them, asking, “What
will you worship after me?” He
was called Ya‘qub because he
was the second of twins and was
born holding onto the heel of his
brother (‘aqib). He lived to the
age of one hundred and forty-
seven and died in Egypt. He
instructed that he should be
transported to the Holy Land
and buried with his father,

Ishaq. Yusuf transported him
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‘My sons! Allah has chosen | “U ®¥ dcl! Wﬁﬁ%ﬁm

this din for you, so do not die | Tg} €19 g1 8, SHfeT e Md

except as Muslims.’ 7 3¢ IR 59 gTad ¥ f qu
qATHT 511"

The din is Islam. This means:
‘Cling to Islam and persevere in

it and do not part from it until

3H S 21 39T 3MRA IE ©
fob ST BT Holed! I UTH @],
3 R 3¢ @, 3R g 3 dH
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you die.” This contains an
admonition and a reminder of
death. That is because everyone
knows that they will die but they
do not know when. So the
command is that death should
not come upon you when you

are not following the din. It is a

constant, continuing command.

IGY 37eT 9 81 39 ied
g 3R gg @t I1g feam aren
Sewr o, Fifer R Afad Sar g
for I g Smah, wifcb I gt
ST & e | 39T e I8
¢ for g 39 sai1 # 7 31T 5§
9 & R 31d 7 AR I8 Bl T8
T Wl 3R FAReR 3w g

Or were you present when
death came to Ya‘qub and he
said to his sons, ‘What will
you worship when I have
gone?’ They said, ‘We will
worship your God, the God of
your forefathers, Ibrahim,
Isma‘il and Ishaq — one God.

We are Muslims submitted to

Him.’ [2:133]

T qU 39 9HY Hivg & o
IR d A feTaT & TN g
3MTg, 3R I 3R ¥t |
®e. "W 91g gu feast
gaIGd RN IEI Bel: “gH
TIPS UGG B gaIGd D,
3R emud ydell e,
TR R T
JAFTITATH & TG PlI—l
TS & UTgg 21 SR g SW &
INPR  (goaHE) &1

[2:133]

This 1s addressed to the Jews

and  Christians  who,

by

following Judaism and
Christianity, falsely attribute to
Ibrahim something for which he
gave no authority. Allah refuted
their words and rebuked them

here. He says that they are

gg fade agfeal ok Sarsal 9
g, S ggfegd ok Surgaq @t
RA! HRd §U FoRd SRHS Bl
R U T T B & orqap!
351 PIg SoITeld Tal 41| TS
AT = T§1 3P I B ARG

Pl R 3= HAWd B, 3R
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forging lies. Isma‘il is included
because the uncle is counted

with the father.

WA 5 3 3o T W R
T ] foh SRelt It o A & ot
919 & g H TAR fpar Srar g

That was a community which
has long since passed away. It
has what it earned. You have

what you have earned. You

a8 U Ul ST A St o
qP1 | IF fore g1 3 o 39
HHT, 3R g ferg agt ¢ wir
I FHMN 3R U S

will not be questioned about TS F A | TR
what they did.[2:134]

SITUIT | [2:134]
This ayah indicates that a|3gg 3{Ud Y dId P NP ERURY

person’s actions and earnings,
good or evil, are ascribed to
him, even though it is Allah who
gives him the power to do what
he does. If it is good, it is by
Allah’s favour. If it evil, it is by
His justice. This is the school of
the People of the Sunnah. There
are many ayahs in the Qur’an
which express this. A person
earns his actions since the
power connected to the action
was created for him and there is
a clear difference between a
movement he makes by his own
choice and, for instance, an
involuntary movement such as a

shiver. That capacity is the core

TR & fF 39F & A 3R
HHR—ATE AP g1 I1 T¢1—3
@1 RW HYd Bidll &, FTald 34
3 B Bl Pad A &
31T AT | 3R AT D! BT
g1 I 98 3ITHTE & Wud U &, 3R
3R RIS &1 g dl 98 b
31l B1 gTTE )R 3| Tt S8 a-
U-gAd-Td-STHI3Id & 1A 5 |
HRA H U 9gad-H s g o
St §HIDHA DI M BT ¢
UM 30 3 &1 HINE g,
Hifch 3HT P HIY ATl Pad
3% forw der 3 7 , ok 39
gXhd 1 dIoig Beb & Ol a8 U
SRETIR ¥ &l § 3R 39

pd | ol 9-3BaUR Bl |,
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of accountability. The Jabrites

negate any possibility of
personal responsibility and say
that people are like plants which
move whichever way the wind
blows. The Qadarites and
Mu’tazilites take the opposite
position that a person creates his
own actions. No one will be
punished for the actions of

another.

3R Fed § 5 S99 Wl ot
Aite € o fS1eR 841 9 IW
S OITd § | HERAT 3R Fafera
TH RAF MeH® IBAER
R § f S8 39 310 ST
& Ual Fal gl foelt < oY
SR & A DI Foll gl &
Eleuil

They ‘Be Jews or

say,
Christians and you will be
guided.” Say, ‘Rather adopt
the religion of Ibrahim, a man
of natural pure belief. He was
not one of the idolaters.’

[2:135]

d Hgd ©: “UgA! AT 39T &
w3t f feeraa s~ %8
3.1: qﬁﬁ'{ﬂﬁﬂﬁ%?ﬂ?
@1 WA HN—=1 faa-u-
A W ST U1l R a7
IR & 7 Y71 [2:135]

Each claims that what they have
is the real truth but Allah refuted
that. The ayah means: ‘Say, O
Muhammad, “We follow the
one religion.”” This is why the
word “millah™ (religion) is in
the accusative case. It is said
that it means: ‘Follow the
religion of Ibrahim.’ It implies:

‘Guidance is a religion,” or ‘Our

X UH g8 eI Xl g [ ol $©
SHP U § dEl 34 8D
cifdb=T 3feciTe 3T A 9 &Td Bl
Rl BRAT dtl 39 3M1ad I
A%gH I8 o “U YoWa & 5
iTT fob &1 Tep 81 19 b1 ORa
TR ¢ 1" 3T oI U AU feard
@) BTd-T-ue & 3T 8| I8
1t T T § b ST AT §:
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religion is that of Ibrahim.” Az-
Zajjaj said that. Ibrahim is
called a hanif because he
inclined to the din of Allah,
which is Islam. Hanf means
‘inclination’. A man who 1is
ahnaf (clubfooted) has his feet
turn toward each other. Hanf
means ‘going straight’ as well.
Ibrahim

1s called a hanif

because he went straight.

FRIH & & Bt Wl B
=i g8 wwgd o wnfa § f
"fearad ga U i & a1 "gHRI
& 3STE @1 € g1” I8 &1
3S-FI=IST 3 Fal & SRHG
PI g1t 39 forw T T foh a8
3feeile & §iF, I S, Bt
W% A2 Y| §% T IS &
TaF" | 59 I P 3EAw
(@id 3R B R S gU) Fel
STl 8, S9P Uld UH-gIR Pl
WP S I gl &% & AF
e I SRR HeAT ot B
3eIAC I Bt 39 T gl
a1 f I+ TteT IR 3ReaR
fopar|

Say, ‘We believe in Allah and
what has been sent down to us
and what was sent down to
Ibrahim and Isma‘ll and
Ishag and Ya‘qub and the
Tribes, and what Miisa and
‘Isa were given, and what all
the Prophets were given by
their Lord. We do not
differentiate between any of
them. We

submitted to Him.’ [2:136]

are Muslims

g ok “gH 3ITAE W SHH
Y, 3T 39 W Sl AR TRE
ifore fomam am, SR ST wR
IR MR AHTE-T-ATRT Bt
W Sl AT SR FIT B 3T
oo 4T, SR 99 WR it auTH
Afeal &1 I 79 B R |
fear mm ga I H @ fft &
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@am 17 [2:136]

Al-Bukhart
Abii Hurayrah said, ‘The People
of the Book used to recite the

transmitted that

Torah in Hebrew and explain it
in Arabic to the people of Islam.
The Messenger of Allah # said,
“Neither believe nor deny the
People of the Book. Say, ‘We
believe in Allah and what has
been revealed.””” Muhammad
ibn Sirin said, ‘When you are
asked, “Are you a believer?”
recite this ayah.” Many of the
Salaf disliked anyone saying, ‘I
am truly a believer.” The reason
for that will be explained in
Surat al-Anfal, Allah willing.
One of the early people was
asked about a man who was
asked, ‘Do you believe in the
Prophet so-and-so?’ and gave a
name he did not know. If he said
that he did, it is possible that it
was not a Prophet and he was
attesting to the Prophethood of
not

someone who was

Prophet. If he said that he did

a

not, perhaps it was actually a

BIRT Y EWI> 7 BT 3EA-T-
fpde dRId &I 39T Taq o
Ued ¥ SR HIoHHl & faw
ISP 3REl H dIRIE B I
YIS & = BIATT: “3M8a-U-
forare @1 7 qUEID PRI 3R A
ddulld, dfch I8 Pal: gH
3ITTE W 3R 3 W SHH AT
o Tiferet fpan mar B1” Hewie
fa 1 IRA7 A ar 99 gHY g@T
S, "o g WA gl 7 39
3mad &1 fadad &R fear s
IJq% H ¥ §gd-9 Al &l 98
FHel ATuEe ol fF H @A
HiftE g1 SHd! dofs, $RM-
3{cl8, YRE-U-3whId § S
PI S| gfsTars GR & T |
Y UD Y U e & IR § JaTd
foba T Forer gt T "R gy
Wl A8l R A 3@d 817" 3R
39 TY ey &1 A foran forg
g8 e ST UT| 3R 98 &8
ol fb & SAH x@ar § @
qafpT AT fb g A T8 3R Y
g8 fHdt IR ®1 Jgad &
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Prophet and he was denying one
of the Prophets. So what should
he do? The reply was that he
should say, ‘If he is a Prophet, |
believe in him.” This ayah is
addressed to this community to
instruct them in faith. Ibn
‘Abbas said, ‘A group of Jews
came to the Prophet % and
asked him about which of the
Prophets he believed in and this
ayah was revealed. When he
mentioned ‘Isa, they said, “We

o not believe in ‘Isa or in
d t bel ‘I

anyone who does believe in

qUaidh B 934l 3R 3R I8
%8 el fob H AN 78T 7@, dl
TAfeT o1 {5 98 IS e @
3R ¥ a8 Tl Fet 1 BRI
ddTl a1 Y R HIAT A2
Sag g8 fear mar i a8 Fe:
"3R 98 Tell § o H 34 W A
Gl g 1" I8 3Md 39 WA Bl
M &1 W1 REn &
IR P TS ©1 3§ eSS A
TRAT: Uil &1 U fiRIg el
& o T ST 3R 31U 4 g1 fob
3y fob-f Afeal R A
I g, @ ¥8 Smad e g5

him.” e 37T = oRd S91° BT forsh
HIHET df 354 del: “8H T
TR 39 IR S @1 gl
and the Tribes, 3R 3RTTd

Asbat (the Tribes) are from the
twelve sons of Ya‘qub. A nation
sprang from each of them. They
are called asbat, which comes
from sabt, which means
succession, and so it was as if
they followed one another. Sabt
is the term used for the tribes
descending from Ya‘qub as

gabilah is used for Arab tribes.

WA (Ha13d) T[Hd: b dRE
gcl ¥ dred® ¥ad g1 38 A &R
T Y Ueh I goiG H 3fTs | 35
3RETd HgT ral g, of fsd 9
TRy 2, e ot § 9-eR-d
3, AT 9 Th-giX & dlg
Y| RYsd &1 AT ATpd: Dl

T 9 A d- a1d Harsd & fold

XA BIdT §, oY 3RT HaRd
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It is also said that the word i1s

derived from sabat, which
means a tree. The singular is
sabatah. Abu Ishaq az-Zajj3j
said that this is clear in what
ibn Ja‘far

related from Abu

Muhammad al-
Anbart
Nujayd ad-Daqqaq from al-
Aswad ibn ‘Amir from Isra’il
from Simak from ‘Ikrimah that
Ibn ‘Abbas said, °‘All the
Prophets were from the tribe of
Israel except for ten: Nih,
Shu‘ayb, Hud, Salih, Lit,
Ibrahim, Ishaq, Ya‘qub, Isma‘il
and Muhammad £. None of
them had two names except for
‘Isa and Ya‘qub.” Sibt denotes a

group or tribe who come from a

single ancestor.

o QI Hllel T U Sl STl
g1 g i PeT1 7T § fob g o
g9d ¥ fear g, e @
R F g, AR P! dIfeg
Yag Bl 3fY THD V-
STl = &gl b 39P! auligd
39 fRargd ¥ gidt 8 off Yewia
fdq SR 3fd-3HEaRT A 3Mq
oG 3E-GFPIP W, IBH -
g fom omftR ¥, Sgl
SRR ¥, I8 R 9, 3R
38 SHRAE § 9o D1 § &
Sd NS A WRU™L dHH
sifern s SR & H A 9,
WW%&EWE&W
od, SoeE, WP,
SHRA 3R YegWg #| 399 9
fopeit & &1 I TET 9, Ryara S
3R T1pd & | Rysd T fRg a1
Pald DI Hed & o TP ol o,
3{eie I Add gl

qTD,

We do not differentiate

between any of them,

g9 399 ¥ fodl & ==
Bl SIRIATS 8] B |

This means ‘We do not believe
in some and reject others like

the Jews and Christians do.’

3P| HATS T8 8 BH PO W
M @1d § 3R $8 &I STBR
T8 &4, ST fb gge 9 TR
A"
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If their faith is the same as
yours then they are guided.
But if they turn away, they are
entrenched in hostility. Allah
will be enough for you against
them. He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Knowing. [2:137]

dHSHH AT g a1 3 fRema w
gl AfPT MR A g Ms o ot
3 gt gETerwa o g g
AT JRRI WP A I
goed & e F16 2, iR 9%
e O A 9, 96 FO
SITFA 91T 81 [2:137]

If their faith is the same as

yours then they are guided.

3R IAPT THM R 9
ST 8 Y 3 fRerd w B

This 1s addressed to Muhammad
% and his community. It means
that if they believe as you
believe and affirm what you
affirm, they are guided. So
similarity can occur between
two faiths. Baqiyyah related
from Shu‘bah from Abu
Hamzah that Ibn ‘Abbas said,
‘Do not say, “If they believe in
the like of what you believe.”
Allah has no like. Rather say,
“in that in which you believe.””
‘Al

corroborate it from Shu‘bah.Al-

ibn Nasr al-Jahdami
Bayhaqi mentioned it. It is also
said to mean that if they believe
in your Prophet and all the

Prophets without differentiating

Ig Rade YgA-U-3axy £ 3R
35 B I U 5| THPT AAAS
7 § fb 3R 3 S @AM
T8 SR H SHM AT 81, 3R o
§1dl D1 gH TG P Bl 3]
e B, @ I Bamd ) B
ST AIGH g1 & T <1 A &
R qRIe8d didb gl gl
o | S = YOET §, ITH 3
gau § Ramd fear fo g9
3T A ThRAMT: “gg - gl fob
‘3R 3 39 St A R 3HH
¢ o R gH $AM A T,
Hifdh 3IcelTe Pt Bl HT gl
g1 dfch I8 Pal 'SH W SAM
A o R g SHH e gl
3t fort = SrA-ggort A off
(& & TR J STBI dATSg B
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between them, then they are

guided.

21 A Sgdis 3 it o9 Rara
&1 fork far g1 ag Hemt off
o foran T § foh SAR 3 TR
et & W R qEM Sifear ),
foT fonsdft freramst &, A &g
GICARARGRIESIE]

But if they turn away, they are

entrenched in hostility.

APT R I e M & a1 4
gl 3rerad W S0 gU Bl

If they refuse to do anything
except differentiate between
them, then they veer from the
din to hostility. Zayd ibn Aslam
that the

said expression

‘entrenched in hostility’ (fi
shigdq) means ‘in contention’.
It i1s said to be quarrelling,
opposition and hostility. It is
derived from shaqq, which is
the side of a chasm, so it is as if
each was one of two sides. It is
said that it is derived from a
verb meaning to be difficult and
hard and so it is as if it means
that each side wants to make

things difficult for the other

side.

3R 4 3ife & RFH ®h
DR o a7 bl ST WR SHTTST
T8 @ 3 & ¥ g 3Igad
3R TETAHd HI IE R IS S
g1 o fo srqams A war g f
S9Rd B! RIeh &1 Aqed §
IS R HIHHY d A"
TR RIS ST 9T, e
3R GRET B3| I8 AU b I
RIS 8, e o ardt ot =R
& T TR o &, T &R BRIh
3ITT-3HTT fhIR IR TSI 31 T8
Wasrmefboms @bl
e ® forad At It 3R
YR & €, 191 3UHT HHEH I8
2 {5 R e W & forg A
e d R T S IRl 5 |

Allah will be enough for you

against them.
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Allah  will  protect  His
Messenger against his enemies.
This is a promise from Allah to
His Prophet ¥ that He would
protect him from those who
were hostile to him and opposed
him. He carried out that
promise. That was when the
Bant Qaynuga‘ and the Banii
Qurayzah were killed and Banu
‘n-Nadir were expelled. It was
this ayah on which ‘Uthman’s
blood spilled when he was
murdered as the Prophet % had
foretold about him. It is related
that Abu Dulamah visited al-
Manstr wearing a tall hat, a
cloak on the back of which was
written: ‘Allah will be enough
for you against them. He is the
All-Hearing, the All-Knowing’,
and a sword girded around his
waist. Al-Mansir had
commanded the army to dress in
that garb. He asked him, ‘How
are you, Abti Dulamah?’ ‘Bad,
he

answered. ‘Why is that?’ he

Amir al-Mu’minin,’
inquired. He said, ‘What would
you think of man whose face is

on his waist, whose sword in on

ITch I b Hblad H HE Pl
Q| I 3icwiig bl RE
30 et # & forg Uep arar ¢ fob
I8 31U I 3 ART Y = Sl
39 ¥ GRA @ A 3R U1
TETawhd HRd U, 3R 3fedg o
3 d1C &I IRT HSP (ST | TE
98 WT YT 5§ &+ HIPT 3R
L P B BT MY 3R &
TSIR P! foretradH favar | ggl
a5 od § o W FeRd
IS & Hed b dod ST G
g1, 9T fob et 2 A 396 IR |
Ugd gl WeR ¢ of | Rara g
fdb 3fq g TR & U 3T,
39 81 H fob I14 Teb Gt <l
U5 TGt A, T = 3AieT gan
gl forget die W forar
"3{eelTe gk feTY 3o FebTa
o HIw! ], 3R 98 [a A aral,
qd oA arem g7, 3R &R H
JAaR S g8 | TR A Wil &t
S} TRE &1 foTa Ug &1 g

< AT T TR 3 379 YT “31q,
AN TH HY g?” I oA
fear: “srdted-aifi O1 81
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his bottom, and he has thrown
the Book of Allah behind his
back?’ Al-Mansiir laughed at
him and immediately ordered
that the manner of dress be

changed.

SR § R Bl DT =g
IYDI HIR R I, TAAR 3D
43 & i §), 3R I 3reag
&1 fobdrd B 3T 418 & b
e fear gl AR S ST R 59
UsT 3R BRA e &1 aliep
9Gd ¢ &1 g ¢ &l

The dye of Allah — and what
dye could be better than
Allah’s? It is Him we worship.

[2:138]

JTATE BT A FIEAIR HI—
AR e F W A IR
e @1 8t awar 82 sk 8w
St P 3qIGd P 9 B

[2:138]

Al-Akhfash and others said that
‘the dye of Allah’ is the din of
Allah and is an appositive for
millah,
‘Follow it’. Shaybah related that

and so it 1implies:
Qatadah said, ‘The Jews used to
baptise their sons as Jews and
the Christians baptised their
sons as Christians. The baptism
of Allah is Islam.” Mujahid said
that it is the natural form on
which people are created. Az-
Zajjaj says, ‘This statement of
Mujahid refers to Islam because
the natural form ever since the
beginning of creation has been
Mujahid,

Islam.’ al-Hasan,

3RFHR 3R g 3Ed-U-3 A
oel 7 for “Riergee” ¥ Wig
38 BT 4 §, ST U8 U
fireeid 1 seel (Seel-U-5e) ©,

feTgTel SHPT HWgH I8 &-dT 6:

3 B WS wA1° e A
fRarad fovar fe wargs? H oet:
ggal 3(U- g Bl Jgal 9 &
o Sufde <d ¥ SR s41s
30 Sl Bl 415 g1 & oy
UART ¢d 3, Sdfd 3feelg Bl
qufeAT @M g1 golifgas A
Fal {6 a9 R 98 a8
g W 9 der fby T g
V-S> ®ed  © &
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Abu-1-‘Aliyah and Qatadah said
that the ‘dye’ is the din. This
also derives from immersion in
water. Ibn ‘Abbas said that

Christians  baptised  their

children when they were seven
old to

days replace

circumecision, which 1S
purification. When they do this,
they say, ‘Now he is truly a
Christian.” Allah refuted them
by saying that the dye of Islam
1s better. It 1s Islam. Calling the
din this is a metaphor since the
effect of it in actions can be seen
in a person in the same way that
dye can be seen in a garment. It
is said that it refers to the ghusl
taken by someone who wants to
become Muslim which replaces

Christian baptism. Al-Mawardi
said that.

dRetiieh o SISl W flhard SeaiH
g1 8! g1 gullfgas, g9 Sdi7,
Td 4 gl & g5l &1 ¥ IRe
81 39 dER $T 3 a o
S T @iar a) I i <t 1
gl 3§ A\ 7 W &
STs 3UH g B A1d oA oI
39 # qufeer dd 9 dife
G & TeRd 8—P1 dad
§9 WY, 3R 9 ®ed 3: "3(d T8
e d1ehs SIS §1 711" 3feele
3T A $HD! dRdlg Hd gU
UM b STd &1 31 399
JER 8—3fR I8 3T Bl 4
P [T B T FRASRT &,
i A HUS W T WL 8
ST &, I RE aF & SR
S & ST A SR g o 5 |
ag i o1 T § 5 399 IRIG
a8 TRA § Sl Hls T XA

HIA HRd aad HRal &, Sl SIS
JUFIT &1 HAH-AGH 81 T8
DIl SHH AIGel? B 2|

Because one meaning of ‘dye of
Allah’ is the ‘washing (ghus!/) of
Allah’ it i1s said that washing

when you become Muslim is an

Jip “ReIdeag” & Th HM
"3eeg o1 Tt g, sHfeny
Bl T & fob ST $ed B
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obligatory practice.
evidence for this in the Sunnah
comes from Qays ibn ‘Asim and
Thumamah ibn Athal who both
had a ghus/ when they became
Muslims. Abu Hatim al-Bustt
said in a sound transmission that
Abii that

Hurayrah  said

Thumamah  al-Hanaft  was
captured and one day the
Prophet ¥ passed by him and he
became Muslim. He sent him to
the garden of Abu Talhah and
told him to have a ghus/. He did
so and prayed two rak ‘ahs. The
Prophet # said, ‘The Islam of
your companion is good.” It is
also transmitted that Qays ibn
‘Asim became Muslim and the
Prophet ¥ told him to have a
ghusl with water and lote-
leaves. An-Nasa’1 mentioned it
and Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-
Haqq said that it is sound. It is
said that an act by which one
draws near to Allah is called
‘dye’. Ibn Faris related that in
al-Mujmal. Al-Jawhart said that
‘the dye of Allah’ is His din. It

dad <t xRl Kep ClISCREE

g1 gId § 3P galid golkd oy
FfF I 3 T A A
I T fobar o1l 3iq gifaH
X% A T Hele Narrd | o
o @ & gored o g A
sa=  foar: AT 3{T-BTH!
RRTR g 7T 31 T ot et
& I T § TR I A
BT 3T & 9 I S deal” P
AT BT RW DT 3R IT T
P BT g fednl BN T
forar IR G Ypeld T 31eT
PN 3 W T & A BT
"TRR AR BT AW 33T 31"
8 e 7e i Hqa § fob geRd
7t 3 3 U o AT
& Y X B BT gad e
34 Ramd &1 gAm Fags 1
o o 8, ol o1 Towia
fean 81 e it P T § b o
3 & ARG IAE T Fo
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also said that it 1s

circumcision.

Pl fb RieTgeig” 4 Tg
3edllg &1 §H 81 U8 Bl
T5d g fob 39 RIS JaT g

Say, ‘Do you argue with us
about Allah when He is our
Lord and your Lord? We
have our actions and you have
your actions. We act for Him

alone.” [2:139]

®E o " qH 38 P O
# 599 TS @, sl agl
AR 39 4t § 3R gRI W&
i TR I guR e §
3R TrER 3mHTd TR foe
3R g9 It & forw et daht
B WIRT IWd 817 [2:139]

Al-Hasan said, ‘Their argument
is that they say, “We are more
entitled to Allah than you
because we are the sons of Allah
and those He loves.”” (cf. 5:18)
It is said that it was because of
‘our ancestors and books and
because we did not worship
idols.” So the meaning of the
ayah 1s: ‘Ask them,
Muhammad,” — meaning those
Jews and Christians who claim
that they are the sons of Allah
and those He loves and claim
that they are more entitled to
Allah than you because of their
ancestors and Books — ‘Where
1s your argument when the Lord

is One and everyone will be

B SERI% F BT b1 TSI
gg o1 f& 9 dgd & g9 U
SaTeT 38 & 8heR &, SHfeTY
3 §H (e & 9¢ § 3R 39D
HeSd gl @RAT 5:18) Tg ff
%l T § f& IT%T gar 39
P R o B R -
g gl B! gaTed ol Hil” T
3Td BT HBEH I8 o: U HeHIG
%) 7Y YR —IHl 39 Fgiadl
3R FAE! A N I8 ETaT B ©
f5 3 scaE & 9¢ 3R ITb
Teqd 8, 3R I8 TAH &4 § fb
I IMEI-3M-3Ele 3R
fpamel & ghrae W 9 T
TTET 3RS P PIIT §—"TRRI
ol gl 8, oafd W TH & 7
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repaid for his actions? What
advantage will precedence in
‘About

Allah’ means ‘about His din’.

the din give you?’

S{TATA 61 d&a fear sem? dH
T gadhd Je F1 BIIal ¢iil?”
3R A § '3l b SR o' 9
IRIC 318 & G F IR T B

We act for Him alone.’

3R g9 IW & e orma Hd
2l

This means: ‘We are sincere in
our worship.” This contains a
sense of rebuke, implying, ‘You
are not sincere so how can you
that

claim more

of

you are

entitled?”” The reality
sincerity (ikhlas) is to purify the
action in question from taking
any account of creatures. The
Prophet ‘Allah

Almighty says, “l am the best

said,

associate. Anyone who
associates a partner with Me,
belongs to his associates. O
people, make your actions
sincere for Allah Almighty.
Allah Almighty does not accept
other than what 1is done
sincerely for Him alone. Do not
say, “This is for Allah and my
relatives.” If it is for your

relatives, none of it is for Allah.

P! AAAS T8 & “8H AUl
soed # guiew g1 s
TRV &1 ugd i 7, I T
gg el Sl T@T Bl “gH JEferd
TRl g, fhR g @ Y o
Tohd B fob TH a1 §PaAR Bl?”
TEAN  (FEAN-U-Ta) @l
gHIPd U © b SHA DI
TEde & fedl off qRis ¥
U R faar sl e = A
RHTT: “3HCATE AT WA
g ¥ 999 d3R Wb fl S
T/ W Y fhdt @l ™
38l g, 98 U WP & &
fow 31 U @ oA smHa
3{cclTg 3T o fore Jiferd &
oI, ifs 3fecle a3t
3T &) B Bl g ol Jiferd
I & fore fobar Se | I | Sar:
Ig R b W § SR W
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Do not say, “This is for Allah
and your sakes.” Then it is for
your sakes and none of it is for
Allah.” Ad-Dahhak ibn Qays al-
Fihrt related it and ad-Daraqutni

transmitted it.

fore I9H P T8 IR T A
PE: TE SfTEE F R & IR
IR @R 1 fR a8 TRt
TR € § IR eicg & o
3H $© TEII" 39 Ramd @)
o et & SR SHH GRPAAID
3 39 fara fea g1

Ruwaym said, ‘Sincerity in
action is that the person who
does something does not want
any recompense or return for it
in either this world or the Next.’
Al-Junayd said, ‘Sincerity is a
secret between Allah and the
slave. An angel cannot know it
so as to record it, nor can a
shaytan corrupt it, nor can
Al-
Qushayrt the
Prophet # said, ‘I asked Jibril

passion incline to it

reported that
about sincerity and what it was.
He replied, “I asked the Lord of
Might about what sincerity was
and He said, ‘A secret of Mine
which I entrust in the heart of

those I love among My slaves.”

SaHA: o HEl "3 U 3HA
78 § T ot St o B 39
W T g # el gad @1
wAIfeRe & o 7 offiRa
for<lt Uael &1 aifad 8l e’
J FeT. "STAN 3fcdg 3R &
& RATH T IF ¢l 7 P
WA Y SH Febvall § b 39
forRa @, 7 PIs a3 TRIE IR
THdr §, R AT g TH @
R B! RE A8 @l
fop =Talt & = wHruTan: oA forsias
¥ 39N & SR ¥ UL fb a8
T 8?7 I/ HeL T I-U-

TId I SHAN & 9R | gz dl
3T TR U8 X1 U I §
o & o daf ¥ ¥
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Mesd @Rdl § S-% fad |
MM P IR WRIG AT 1"

Or do they say that Ibrahim
and Isma‘ll and Ishaq and
Ya‘qub and the Tribes were
Jews or Christians? Say, ‘Do
you know better or does
Allah? Who could do greater
wrong than someone who
hides the evidence he has been
given by Allah? Allah is not
unaware of what you do.

[2:140]

a1 3 I8 Fed § 1P AR,
T gl A ATSAIS? HE Q-:
g TSI ST g1 AT 3(CATE?
IR I AT | TgH AlferH
DI SN I 3(WTE Bt & §5
TaTgt @i fure? SR sreaTe
TR AT ¥ saar T8l g1”

[2:140]

Or do they say that Ibrahim
and Isma‘ll and Ishaq and
Ya‘qub and the Tribes were

Jews or Christians?

a1 3 9§ dod § & eI,
3RTTd ggel & 91 3915?

Hamzah, al-Kisa’1 and ‘Asim in
the transmission of Hafs has
‘Do you say?’ with ta’ which is
a good reading. It 1s as if it
means: ‘Do you argue about
Allah or say that the Prophets
were following your din?” The
other reading is with ya’, ‘do
they say’. This is, in either case,
a rebuke to the claims of both

the Jews and the Christians.

gHS, fhErR SR SR
(RIId-T-g ) 3 o1 & 1Y
fHRI3Id B & "SiddsgT (@
qH ®gd 87) $R U8 Th 3l
{131 B | 1T SUhT HEH U8
g "F qH @8 & SR H
FTsd § a1 T8 Fed o &
3ifern TR F 3T W Hd
A7 TR foprsra a1 & I B
THA” (@1 d Hed 82)| I
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Allah refutes them because He

knows better than you.

do@Al 3 I9Pb Relg Dl g,
Hif 3fexlleg THY dgar S
gl

Who could do greater wrong
than someone who hides the
evidence he has been given by

Allah?

39 IeH 4§ d¢hR WIed B
8 TPHdT © ! 3feTe B NP
I & 7S 4T ) fsure?

No one does greater wrong. The
word ‘evidence’ (shahdda) here
refers to the actions they have
been commanded to do since the
din of all the Prophets was
Islam. It is also said to refer to

concealment of the

their
description of Muhammad # in
their Revealed Books

Qatadah said, but the

as
first
explanation is more in keeping

with the context.

Pz ITY IghR TIferH el | T8
TTaTgl” (FgTad) ¥ qRIG o STHT
g &1 3% gad faar o,
Fife TAH Sifear &1 EH swad
gt 11 I8 oft Fe1 T © fob 3e
IRTG 39! RW A S(UT 1o
DI T3 fhaml # IgA-T-3HA
= ) RwpTd ) a8, S fob
HAGIS 3 Pl g, Al ugdl
ThgH RiTd-31-9a1d & Jmal
b GIEE]

Allah is not unaware of what

you do.

3TATE TR T I Ear
TR gl

This is a threat that they will not
be spared and will have to pay
for what they did. A heedless or
unaware person (ghafil) is
someone who does not grasp
things because he ignores them.
It is derived from earth which is

ghufl, which means there is no

Ug U el 3R 956 ¢ (& 30
35 fhar § SUHT 9aal 3=
e e | mithd a8 <Red g
g ot il @l gafee T8 Iu
urar fb a8 399 Theld SRddl
| U8 I 0T J HIGW §, S
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sign or trace of habitation on it.
A camel which is ghufl has no
markings. A man who is ghufl

has no experience of matters.

39 S o for e it & for
TR SIS DI DS (R AT SRR
81 98 3¢ Sl T 7l 39 W
®ig = T glan ok a8
3{TGHY il U g1, A BT Blg
SSEIREESECI

That was a community which
has long since passed away. It
has what it earned. You have
what you have earned. You
will not be questioned about

what they did. [2:141]

9% U Qi Srerd ot ot e
qP1 | IFF fore 81 7 o 39
HHMAT, R grRR fag adi g ot
I FHMN 3R U S
3ITHTA & IR A Faral 71 fpar
SITQT I [2:141]

This 1is repeated (cf. 2:134
above) because it contains a
threat. Since the Prophets, in
spite of their excellence and
imamate, will be repaid for their
actions, how much more will

that be the case with you!

g 91d GIaRT Hal 75 § (o fh
W 2:134 ) Hifp 398 aiq
a5 STt g1 o Siferr—aroet
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