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They ask thy instruction concerning the women say: Allah doth

instruct you about them: And (remember) what hath been
rehearsed unto you in the book, concerning the orphans of
women to whom ye give not the portions prescribed, and yet
whom ye desire to marry, as also concerning the children who
are weak and oppressed: that ye stand firm for justice to orphans.
There is not a good deed which ye do, but Allah is well-
acquainted therewith. If a wife fears cruelty or desertion on her
husband's part, there is no blame on them if they arrange an
amicable settlement between themselves; and such settlement is
best; even though men's souls are swayed by greed. But if ye do
good and practise self-restraint, Allah is well-acquainted with all
that ye do. Ye are never able to do justice between wives, even if
it is your ardent desire: but turn not away (from a woman)
altogether, so as to leave her (as it were) hanging (in the air). If
ye come to a friendly understanding, and practise self-restraint,
Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful. But if they separate Allah
will provide abundance for all from His all-reaching bounty: for
Allah is He that careth for all and is wise. To Allah belong all
things in the heavens and on earth. Verily we have directed the
people of the book before you, and you (O Muslims) to fear
Allah. But if ye deny Him, Lo! Unto Allah belong all things in
the heavens and on earth, and Allah is free of all wants, worthy
of all praise. Yea, unto Allah belong all things in the heavens and
on earth, and enough is Allah to carry through all affairs. If it
were His will, He could destroy you, O mankind, and create
another race; for He hath power this to do. If any one desires a
reward in this life, in Allah's (gift) is the reward (both) of this life
and of the hereafter: for Allah is He that heareth and seeth (all
things).
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