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Set forth to them the parable of two men: for one of them We
provided two gardens of grape-vines and surrounded them with
date palms; in between the two We placed corn-fields. Each of

those gardens brought forth its produce, and failed not in the least
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therein: in the midst of them We caused a river to flow.

(Abundant) was the produce this man had : he said to his
companion, in the course of a mutual argument: "more wealth
have | than you, and more honour and power in (my following
of) men." He went into his garden while he wronged himself: He
said, "I deem not that this will ever perish, "Nor do | deem that
the hour (of judgment) will (ever) come: even if | am brought
back to my Lord, I shall surely find (there) something better in
exchange." His companion said to him, in the course of the
argument with him: "Dost thou deny Him Who created thee out
of dust, then out of a sperm-drop, then fashioned thee into a
man? "But as for my part Allah is my Lord, and none shall |
associate with my Lord. "Why didst thou not, as thou wentest
into thy garden, say: ‘Allah's will (be done)! There is no power
but with Allah! ' If thou dost see me less than thee in wealth and
sons, "It may be that my Lord will give me something better than
thy garden, and that He will send on thy garden thunderbolts (by
way of reckoning) from heaven, making it (but) slippery sand!-
"Or the water of the garden will run off underground so that thou
wilt never be able to find it." So his fruits were encompassed
(with ruin), and he remained twisting and turning his hands over
what he had spent on his property, which had (now) tumbled to
pieces to its very foundations, and he could only say, "Woe is
me! Would | had never ascribed partners to my Lord and
Cherisher!" Nor had he numbers to help him against Allah, nor
was he able to deliver himself. There, the (only) protection
comes from Allah, the true one. He is the best to reward, and the

best to give success.
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