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Curses were pronounced on those among the children of Israel
who rejected faith, by the tongue of David and of Jesus the son of
Mary: because they disobeyed and persisted in excesses. Nor did
they (usually) forbid one another the iniquities which they
committed: evil indeed were the deeds which they did. Thou
seest many of them turning in friendship to the unbelievers. Evil
indeed are (the works) which their souls have sent forward before
them (with the result), that Allah’s wrath is on them, and in

torment will they abide. If only they had believed in Allah, in the
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messenger, and in what hath been revealed to him, never would

they have taken them for friends and protectors, but most of them
are rebellious wrong-doers. Strongest among men in enmity to
the believers wilt thou find the Jews and Pagans; and nearest
among them in love to the believers wilt thou find those who say,
"We are Christians": because amongst these are men devoted to
learning and men who have renounced the world, and they are
not arrogant. And when they listen to the revelation received by
the messenger, thou wilt see their eyes overflowing with tears,
for they recognise the truth: they pray: "Our Lord! We believe;
write us down among the witnesses. "What cause can we have
not to believe in Allah and the truth which has come to us, seeing
that we long for our Lord to admit us to the company of the
righteous?" And for this their prayer hath Allah rewarded them
with gardens, with rivers flowing underneath,— their eternal
home. Such is the recompense of those who do good. But those
who reject faith and belie our signs,— they shall be companions of
hell-fire.
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