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Ladies said in the city: "The wife of the (great) 'Aziz is seeking
to seduce her slave: truly hath he inspired her with violent love:
we see she is evidently going astray." When she heard of their
malicious talk, she sent for them and prepared a banquet for
them: she gave each of them a knife: and she said (to Joseph),
"Come out before them.” When they saw him, they did extol him,
and (in their amazement) cut their hands: they said, "Allah
preserve us! No mortal is this! this is none other than a noble
angel!" She said: "There before you is the man about whom ye
did blame me! I did seek to seduce him from his (true) self but he
did firmly save himself guiltless! And now, if he doth not my
bidding, he shall certainly be cast into prison, and (what is more)
be of the company of the vilest!" He said: "O my Lord! The
prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite me:
unless Thou turn away their snare from me, | should feel inclined
towards them and join the ranks of the ignorant." So his Lord
hearkened to him (in his prayer), and turned away from him their
snare: Verily He heareth and knoweth (all things). Then it
occurred to the men, after they had seen the signs, (that it was

best) to imprison him for a time,
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