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Behold, thy Lord called Moses: "Go to the people of iniquity, -

"The people of the Pharaoh: will they not fear Allah?" He said:
"O my Lord! I do fear that they will charge me with falsehood:
"My breast will be straitened. And my speech may not go
(smoothly): so send unto Aaron. "And (further), they have a
charge of crime against me; and | fear they may slay me." Allah
said: "By no means! proceed then, both of you, with Our signs;
We are with you, and will listen (to your call). "So go forth, both
of you, to Pharaoh, and say: 'We have been sent by the lord and

cherisher of the worlds; "Send thou with us the children of
Israel.™" (Pharaoh) said: "Did we not cherish thee as a child
among us, and didst thou not stay in our midst many years of thy
life? "And thou didst a deed of thine which (thou knowest) thou
didst, and thou art an ungrateful (wretch)!" Moses said: "I did it
then, when | was in error.” So | fled from you (all) when | feared
you; but my lord has (since) invested me with judgment (and
wisdom) and appointed me as one of the messengers. "And this is
the favour with which thou dost reproach me,- that thou hast
enslaved the children of Israel!" Pharaoh said: "And what is the
'lord and cherisher of the worlds'?" (Moses) said: "The lord and
cherisher of the heavens and the earth, and all between,- if ye
want to be quite sure." (Pharaoh) said to those around: "Did ye
not listen (to what he says)?" (Moses) said: "Your lord and the
lord of your fathers from the beginning!" (Pharaoh) said: "Truly
your messenger who has been sent to you is a veritable
madman!" (Moses) said: "Lord of the east and the west, and all
between! If ye only had sense!" (Pharaoh) said: "If thou dost put
forward any god other than me, | will certainly put thee in
prison!" (Moses) said: "Even if | showed you something clear
(and) convincing?" (Pharaoh) said: "Show it then, if thou tellest

the truth!" So (Moses) threw his rod, and behold, it was a serpent,
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plain (for all to see)! And he drew out his hand, and behold, it

was white to all beholders!
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