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O ye who believe! Enter not houses other than your own, until ye
have asked permission and saluted those in them: that is best for
you, in order that ye may heed (what is seemly). If ye find no one
in the house, enter not until permission is given to you: if ye are
asked to go back, go back: that makes for greater purity for
yourselves: and Allah knows well all that ye do. It is no fault on
your part to enter houses not used for living in, which serve some
(other) use for you: and Allah has knowledge of what ye reveal
and what ye conceal. Say to the believing men that they should
lower their gaze and guard their modesty: that will make for
greater purity for them: and Allah is well acquainted with all that
they do. And say to the believing women that they should lower
their gaze and guard their modesty; that they should not display
their beauty and ornaments except what (must ordinarily) appear

thereof; that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and
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not display their beauty except to their husbands, their fathers,

their husband's fathers, their sons, their husbands' sons, their
brothers or their brothers' sons, or their sisters' sons, or their
women, or the slaves whom their right hands possess, or male
attendants free of sexual desires. Or small children who have no
carnal knowledge of women; and that they should not strike their
feet in order to draw attention to their hidden ornaments. And O
ye believers! Turn ye all together towards Allah, that ye may
attain bliss. Marry those among you who are single, or the
virtuous ones among yourselves, male or female: if they are in
poverty, Allah will give them means out of His grace: for Allah
ample-giving, and he knoweth all things. Let those who find not
the wherewithal for marriage keep themselves chaste, until Allah
gives them means out of His grace. And if any of your slaves ask
for a deed in writing (for emancipation), give them such a deed if
ye know any good in them: yea, give them something yourselves
out of the means which Allah has given to you. But force not
your maids to prostitution when they desire chastity, in order that
ye may make a gain in the goods of this life. But if anyone
compels them, yet, after such compulsion, is Allah, oft-forgiving,
most merciful (to them), We have already sent down to you
verses making things clear, an illustration from (the story of)
people who passed away before you, and an admonition for those
who fear (Allah).
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