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Know ye (all), that the life of this world is but play and
amusement, pomp and mutual boasting and multiplying, (in
rivalry) among yourselves, riches and children. Here is a
similitude: How rain and the growth which it brings forth, delight
(the hearts of) the tillers; soon it withers; thou wilt see it grow
yellow; then it becomes dry and crumbles away. But in the
hereafter is a chastisement severe (for the devotees of wrong).
And forgiveness from Allah and (His) good pleasure (for the
devotees of Allah). And what is the life of this world, but goods
and chattels of deception? Be ye foremost (in seeking)
forgiveness from your Lord, and a garden (of bliss), the width

whereof is as the width of heaven and earth, prepared for those
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who believe in Allah and His messengers: that is the grace of
Allah, which He bestows on whom he pleases: and Allah is the
Lord of grace abounding. No misfortune can happen on earth or
in your souls but is recorded in a book before We bring it into
existence: That is truly easy for Allah: in order that ye may not
despair over matters that pass you by, nor exult over favours
bestowed upon you. For Allah loveth not any vainglorious
boaster,-such persons as are covetous and commend
covetousness to men. And if any turn back (from Allah's Way),
verily Allah is free of all needs, worthy of all praise. We sent
aforetime our messengers with clear signs and sent down with
them the book and the balance (of right and wrong), that men
may stand forth in justice; and We sent down iron, in which is
(material for) mighty war, as well as many benefits for mankind,
that Allah may test who it is that will help, unseen, Him and His
messengers: for Allah is full of strength, exalted in might (and

able to enforce his will).
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