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We punished the people of Pharaoh with years (of droughts) and
shortness of crops; that they might receive admonition. But when
good (times) came, they said, "This is due to us;" When gripped
by calamity, they ascribed it to evil omens connected with Moses
and those with him! Behold! In truth the omens of evil are theirs
in Allah's sight, but most of them do not understand! They said
(to Moses) : "Whatever be the Signs thou bringest, to work
therewith thy sorcery on us, we shall never believe in thee. So
We sent on them: wholesale death, Locusts, Lice, Frogs, and
Blood: signs openly self-explained: but they were steeped in
arrogance,- a people given to sin. And when the plague fell on
them, they said: "O Moses! On your behalf call on thy Lord in
virtue of his promise to thee: if thou wilt remove the penalty
from us, we shall truly believe in thee, and we shall send away
the children of Israel with thee." But when We removed the
penalty from them according to a fixed term which they had to
fulfil,- Behold! They broke their word! So We exacted
retribution from them: We drowned them in the sea, because they
rejected Our signs and failed to take warning from them. And We
made a people, considered weak (and of no account), inheritors
of lands in both east and west, - lands whereon We sent down
Our blessings. The fair promise of thy Lord was fulfilled for the

children of Israel, because they had patience and constancy, and
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We levelled to the ground the great works and fine buildings

which Pharaoh and his people erected (with such pride). We took
the Children of Israel (with safety) across the sea. They came
upon a people devoted entirely to some idols they had. They said:
"O Moses! Fashion for us a god like unto the gods they have." He
said: "Surely ye are a people without knowledge." As to these
folk,- the cult they are in is (but) a fragment of a ruin, and vain is
the (worship) which they practise.” He said: "Shall I seek for you
a god other than the (true) Allah, when it is Allah who hath
endowed you with gifts above the nations?"' And remember We
rescued you from Pharaoh's people, who afflicted you with the
worst of punishment, who slew your male children and saved
alive your females: in that was a momentous trial from your
Lord.
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