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Nay, verily: by the moon, and by the night as it retreateth, and by
the dawn as it shineth forth,-this is but one of the mighty
(portents), a warning to mankind,- to any of you that chooses to
press forward, or to follow behind;- every soul will be (held) in
pledge for its deeds. Except the companions of the right hand.
(They will be) in gardens (of delight): they will question each
other, and (ask) of the sinners: "What led you into hell fire?"
They will say: "We were not of those who prayed; "Nor were we
of those who fed the indigent; "But we used to talk vanities with
vain talkers; "And we used to deny the day of judgment, "Until

n

there came to us (the hour) that is certain." Then will no
intercession of (any) intercessors profit them. Then what is the
matter with them that they turn away from admonition?- As if
they were affrighted asses, fleeing from a lion! Forsooth, each
one of them wants to be given scrolls (of revelation) spread out!
By no means! But they fear not the hereafter, Nay, this surely is
an admonition: Let any who will, keep it in remembrance! But

none will keep it in remembrance except as Allah wills: He is the

Lord of righteousness, and the Lord of forgiveness.
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