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If Allah were to hasten for men the ill (they have earned) as they
would fain hasten on the good,- then would their respite be
settled at once. But We leave those who rest not their hope on
their meeting with Us, in their trespasses, wandering in
distraction to and fro. When trouble toucheth a man, He crieth
unto Us (in all postures)- lying down on his side, or sitting, or
standing. But when We have solved his trouble, he passeth on his
way as if he had never cried to Us for a trouble that touched him!
Thus do the deeds of transgressors seem fair in their eyes!
Generations before you We destroyed when they did wrong: their
messengers came to them with clear-signs, but they would not
believe! Thus do We requite those who sin! Then We made you
heirs in the land after them, to see how ye would behave! But
when Our clear signs are rehearsed unto them, those who rest not
their hope on their meeting with Us, say: "Bring us a reading
other than this, or change this," Say: "It is not for me, of my own
accord, to change it: | follow naught but what is revealed unto
me: if | were to disobey my Lord, | should myself fear the
penalty of a great day (to come).” Say: "If Allah had so willed, |
should not have rehearsed it to you, nor would He have made it
known to you. A whole life-time before this have | tarried
amongst you: will ye not then understand?" Who doth more
wrong than such as forge a lie against Allah, or deny His Signs?
But never will prosper those who sin. They serve, besides Allah,

things that hurt them not nor profit them, and they say: "These
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are our intercessors with Allah." Say: "Do ye indeed inform

Allah of something He knows not, in the heavens or on earth?-
Glory to Him! And far is He above the partners they ascribe (to
Him)!" Mankind was but one nation, but differed (later). Had it
not been for a word that went forth before from thy Lord, their
differences would have been settled between them. They say:
"Why is not a sign sent down to him from his Lord?" Say: "The
unseen is only for Allah (to know), then wait ye: | too will wait

with you."
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