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Set forth to them, by way of a parable, the (story of) the

companions of the city. Behold! there came messengers to it.
When We (first) sent to them two messengers, they rejected
them: But We strengthened them with a third: they said, "Truly,
we have been sent on a mission to you." The (people) said: "Ye
are only men like ourselves; and (Allah) most gracious sends no
sort of revelation: ye do nothing but lie." They said: "Our Lord
doth know that we have been sent on a mission to you: "And our
duty is only to proclaim the clear message." The (people) said:
"for us, we augur an evil omen from you: if ye desist not, we will
certainly stone you. And a grievous punishment indeed will be
inflicted on you by us." They said: "Your evil omens are with
yourselves: (deem ye this an evil omen). If ye are admonished?
Nay, but ye are a people transgressing all bounds!" Then there
came running, from the farthest part of the city, a man, saying,
"O my people! Obey the messengers: "Obey those who ask no
reward of you (for themselves), and who are themselves guided.
"It would not be reasonable in me if | did not serve Him who
created me, and to whom ye shall (all) be brought back. "Shall |
take (other) gods besides Him? If (Allah) Most Gracious should
intend some adversity for me, of no use whatever will be their
intercession for me, nor can they deliver me. "l would indeed, if |
were to do so, be in manifest error. "For me, | have faith in the
Lord of you (all) : listen, then, to me!" It was said: "Enter thou
the garden.” He said: "Ah me! Would that my people knew (what
I know)!- "From that my Lord has granted me forgiveness and
has enrolled me among those held in honour!" And We sent not
down against his people, after him, any hosts from heaven, nor
was it needful for Us so to do. It was no more than a single
mighty blast, and behold! they were (like ashes) quenched and

silent. Ah! Alas for the servants! There comes not a messenger to
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them but they mock him! See they not how many generations
before them we destroyed? Not to them will they return: But each

one of them all - will be brought before Us (for judgment).
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