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. then He restored them to life.

217

Didst thou not turn by vision to those who abandoned their
homes, though they were thousands (in number), for fear of
For Allah is full of bounty to mankind, but most of them are

death? Allah said to them: "Die"
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ungrateful. Then fight in the cause of Allah, and know that Allah

heareth and knoweth all things. Who is he that will loan to Allah
a beautiful loan, which Allah will double unto his credit and
multiply many times? It is Allah that giveth (you) want or plenty,
and to Him shall be your return. Hast thou not turned thy vision
to the chiefs of the children of Israel after (the time of) Moses?
They said to a prophet (that was) among them: "Appoint for us a
king, that we may fight in the cause of Allah." He said: "Is it not
possible, if ye were commanded to fight, that that ye will not
fight?" They said: "How could we refuse to fight in the cause of
Allah, seeing that we were turned out of our homes and our
families?" But when they were commanded to fight, they turned
back, except a small band among them. But Allah has full
knowledge of those who do wrong. Their prophet said to them:
"Allah hath appointed Talut as king over you." They said: "How
can he exercise authority over us when we are better fitted than
he to exercise authority, and he is not even gifted, with wealth in
abundance?" He said: "Allah hath chosen him above you, and
hath gifted him abundantly with knowledge and bodily prowess:
Allah granteth His authority to whom He pleaseth. Allah careth
for all, and He knoweth all things." And (further) their prophet
said to them: "A sign of his authority is that there shall come to
you the ark of the covenant, with (an assurance) therein of
security from your Lord, and the relics left by the family of
Moses and the family of Aaron, carried by angels. In this is a
symbol for you if ye indeed have faith. "
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