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Behold! Allah took the covenant of the prophets, saying: "l give
you a book and wisdom; then comes to you a messenger,
confirming what is with you; do ye believe in him and render
him help." Allah said: "Do ye agree, and take this my covenant as
binding on you?" They said: "We agree." He said: "Then bear
witness, and | am with you among the witnesses.” If any turn
back after this, they are perverted transgressors. Do they seek for
other than the religion of Allah?— while all creatures in the
heavens and on earth have, willing or unwilling, bowed to His
will (accepted Islam), and to Him shall they all be brought back.
Say: "We believe in Allah, and in what has been revealed to us
and what was revealed to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob, and the
Tribes, and in (the books) given to Moses, Jesus, and the
prophets, from their Lord: We make no distinction between one
and another among them, and to Allah do we bow our will (in
Islam)." If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission
to Allah), never will it be accepted of him; and in the hereafter he
will be in the ranks of those who have lost. How shall Allah
guide those who reject faith after they accepted it and bore
witness that the messenger was true and that clear signs had
come unto them? But Allah guides not a people unjust. Of such
the reward is that on them (rests) the curse of Allah, of His
angels, and of all mankind;— in that will they dwell; nor will their
penalty be lightened, nor respite be their (lot);— Except for those
that repent (even) after that, and make amends; for verily Allah is
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oft-forgiving, most merciful. But those who reject faith after they

accepted it, and then go on adding to their defiance of faith,—
never will their repentance be accepted; for they are those who
have gone astray. As to those who reject faith, and die rejecting,—
never would be accepted from any such as much gold as the earth
contains, though they should offer it for ransom. For such is (in

store) a chastisement grievous, and they will find no helpers.
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