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O ye who believe! Be not like the unbelievers, who say of their
brethren, when they are travelling through the earth or engaged in
fighting: "If they had stayed with us, they would not have died,
or been slain." This that Allah may make it a cause of sighs and
regrets in their hearts. It is Allah that gives life and death, and
Allah sees well all that ye do. And if ye are slain, or die, in the
way of Allah, forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far better
than all they could amass. And if ye die, or are slain, lo! It is
Allah that ye are brought together. It is part of the mercy of Allah
that thou dost deal gently with them wert thou severe or harsh-
hearted, they would have broken away from about thee: so pass
over (their faults), and ask for (Allah's) forgiveness for them; and
consult them in affairs (of moment). Then, when thou hast taken
a decision put thy trust in Allah. For Allah loves those who put
their trust (in Him). If Allah helps you, none can overcome you:
if He forsakes you, who is there, after that, that can help you? In
Allah, then, let believers put their trust. No prophet could (ever)
be false to his trust. If any person is so false, He shall, on the day
of judgment, restore what he misappropriated; then shall every
soul receive its due,— whatever it earned,— and none shall be dealt
with unjustly. Is the man who follows the good pleasure of Allah
like the man who draws on himself the wrath of Allah, and

whose abode is in hell?— A woeful refuge! They are in varying
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grades in the sight of Allah, and Allah sees well all that they do.

Allah did confer a great favour on the believers when He sent
among them a messenger from among themselves, rehearsing
unto them the signs of Allah, sanctifying them, and instructing
them in scripture and wisdom, while, before that, they had been
in manifest error. What! When a single disaster smites you,
although ye smote (your enemies) with one twice as great, do ye
say?- "Whence is this?" Say (to them): "It is from yourselves: for
Allah hath power over all things." What ye suffered on the day
the two armies met, was with the leave of Allah, in order that He
might test the believers,— and the hypocrites also. These were
told: "Come, fight in the way of Allah, or (at least) drive (the foe
from your city)." They said: "Had we known there would be a
fight, we should certainly have followed you." They were that
day nearer to unbelief than to faith, saying with their lips what
was not in their hearts but Allah hath full knowledge of all they
conceal. (They are) the ones that say, (of their brethren slain),
while they themselves sit (at ease): "If only they had listened to
us they would not have been slain.” Say: "Avert death from your
own selves, if ye speak the truth." Think not of those who are
slain in Allah's way as dead. Nay, they live, finding their
sustenance from their Lord. They rejoice in the bounty provided
by Allah: and with regard to those left behind, who have not yet
joined them (in their bliss), the (martyrs) glory in the fact that on
them is no fear, nor have they (cause to) grieve. They rejoice in
the grace and the bounty from Allah, and in the fact that Allah

suffereth not the reward of the faithful to be lost (in the least).
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