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Now when they saw no hope of his (yielding), they held a
conference in private. The leader among them said: "Know ye
not that your father did take an oath from you in Allah's name,
and how, before this, ye did fail in your duty with Joseph?
Therefore will | not leave this land until my father permits me, or
Allah judges for me; and He is the best to judge. "Turn ye back to
your father, and say, 'O our father! Behold! Thy son committed
theft! We bear witness only to what we know, and we could not
well guard against the unseen!" "Ask at the town where we have
been and the caravan in which we returned, and (you will find)
we are indeed telling the truth." Jacob said: "Nay, but ye have
yourselves contrived a story (good enough) for you. So patience
is most fitting (for me). May be Allah will bring them (back) all
to me (in the end). For He is indeed full of knowledge and
wisdom.” And he turned away from them, and said: "How great
iIs my grief for Joseph!" And his eyes became white with sorrow,

and he suppressed with silent sorrow. They said: "By Allah!
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(Never) wilt thou cease to remember Joseph until thou reach the

last extremity of illness, or until thou die!" He said: "l only
complain of my distraction and anguish to Allah, and | know
from Allah that which ye know not. "O my sons! Go ye and
enquire about Joseph and his brother, and never give up hope of
Allah's soothing mercy: truly no one despairs of Allah's soothing
mercy, except those who have no faith." Then, when they came
(back) into (Joseph's) presence they said: "O exalted one!
Distress has seized us and our family: we have (now) brought but
scanty capital: so pay us full measure, (we pray thee), and treat it
as charity to us: for Allah doth reward the charitable.” He said:
"Know ye how ye dealt with Joseph and his brother, not knowing
(what ye were doing)?" They said: "Art thou indeed Joseph?" He
said, "l am Joseph, and this is my brother: Allah has indeed been
gracious to us (all): behold, he that is righteous and patient,-
never will Allah suffer the reward to be lost, of those who do
right.” They said: "By Allah! indeed has Allah preferred thee
above us, and we certainly have been guilty of sin!" He said:
"This day let no reproach be (cast) on you: Allah will forgive
you, and He is the most merciful of those who show mercy! “Go
with this my shirt, and cast it over the face of my father: he will
come to see (clearly). Then come ye (here) to me together with

all your family."
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