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We sent an inspiration to Moses: "Travel by night with My

servants, and strike a dry path for them through the sea, without
fear of being overtaken (by Pharaoh) and without (any other)
fear." Then Pharaoh pursued them with his forces, but the waters
completely overwhelmed them and covered them up. Pharaoh led
his people astray instead of leading them aright. O ye children of
Israel! We delivered you from your enemy, and We made a
covenant with you on the right side of mount (Sinai), and We
sent down to you Manna and quails: (Saying) : "Eat of the good
things We have provided for your sustenance, but commit no
excess therein, lest My wrath should justly descend on you: and
those on whom descends My wrath do perish indeed! "But,
without doubt, I am (also) He that forgives again and again, to
those who repent, believe, and do right, who,- in fine, are ready
to receive true guidance." (When Moses was up on the mount,
Allah said:) "What made thee hasten in advance of thy people, O
Moses?" He replied: "Behold, they are close on my footsteps: |
hastened to thee, my Lord, to please thee." (Allah) said: "We
have tested thy people in thy absence: the Samiri has led them
astray." So Moses returned to his people in a state of indignation
and sorrow. He said: "O my people! Did not your Lord make a
handsome promise to you? Did then the promise seem to you
long (in coming)? Or did ye desire that wrath should descend
from your Lord on you, and so ye broke your promise to me?"
They said: "We broke not the promise to thee, as far as lay in our
power: but we were made to carry the weight of the ornaments of
the (whole) people, and we threw them (into the fire), and that
was what the Samiri suggested. "Then he brought out (of the fire)
before the (people) the image of a calf: it seemed to low: so they
said: this is your god, and the god of Moses, but (Moses) has

forgotten!" Could they not see that it could not return them a
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word (for answer), and that it had no power either to harm them

or to do them good?
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