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They ask thee concerning women's courses. Say: They are a hurt
and a pollution: so keep away from women in their courses, and
do not approach them until they are clean. But when they have
purified themselves, ye may approach them in any manner, time,
or place ordained for you by Allah. For Allah loves those who
turn to Him constantly and He loves those who keep themselves
pure and clean. Your wives are as a tilth unto you; so approach
your tilth when or how ye will; but do some good act for your
souls beforehand; and fear Allah. And know that ye are to meet
Him (in the Hereafter), and give (these) good tidings to those
who believe. And make not Allah's (name) an excuse in your

oaths against doing good, or acting rightly, or making peace
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between persons; for Allah is one who heareth and knoweth all

things. Allah will not call you to account for thoughtlessness in
your oaths, but for the intention in your hearts; and He is oft-
forgiving, most forbearing. For those who take an oath for
abstention from their wives, a waiting for four months is
ordained; if then they return, Allah is oft-forgiving, most
merciful. But if their intention is firm for divorce, Allah heareth
and knoweth all things. Divorced women shall wait concerning
themselves for three monthly periods. Nor is it lawful for them to
hide what Allah hath created in their wombs, if they have faith in
Allah and the last day. And their husbands have the better right to
take them back in that period, if they wish for reconciliation. And
women shall have rights similar to the rights against them,
according to what is equitable; but men have a degree (of

advantage) over them. And Allah is exalted in power, wise.
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