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We gave (in the past) knowledge to David and Solomon: And
they both said: "Praise be to Allah, who has favoured us above
many of his servants who believe!" And Solomon was David's
heir. He said: "O ye people! We have been taught the speech of
birds, and on us has been bestowed (a little) of all things: this is
indeed grace manifest (from Allah.)" And before Solomon were
marshalled his hosts,- of Jinns and men and birds, and they were
all kept in order and ranks. At length, when they came to a
(lowly) valley of ants, one of the ants said: "O ye ants, get into
your habitations, lest Solomon and his hosts crush you (under
foot) without knowing it." So he smiled, amused at her speech;
and he said: "O my Lord! So order me that | may be grateful for
Thy favours, which thou hast bestowed on me and on my parents,
and that 1 may work the righteousness that will please Thee: and
admit me, by Thy grace, to the ranks of Thy righteous servants.”
And he took a muster of the birds; and he said: "Why is it | see
not the Hoopoe? Or is he among the absentees? "I will certainly
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punish him with a severe punishment, or execute him, unless he

bring me a clear reason (for absence)." But the Hoopoe tarried
not far: he (came up and) said: "I have compassed (territory)
which thou hast not compassed, and | have come to thee from
Saba with tidings true. "I found (there) a woman ruling over them
and provided with every requisite; and she has a magnificent
throne. "I found her and her people worshipping the sun besides
Allah: Satan has made their deeds seem pleasing in their eyes,
and has kept them away from the path,- so they receive no
guidance,- "So that they should not worship Allah, who brings
forth what is hidden in the heavens and the earth, and knows
what ye hide and what ye reveal. "Allah!- There is no god but
He!- Lord of the throne supreme!" (Solomon) said: "Soon shall
we see whether thou hast told the truth or lied! "Go thou, with
this letter of mine, and deliver it to them: then draw back from
them, and (wait to) see what answer they return"... (The queen)
said: "Ye chiefs! here is delivered to me - a letter worthy of
respect. "It is from Solomon, and is (as follows) : 'In the name of
Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful: "'Be ye not arrogant

against me, but come to me in submission (to the true Religion) .
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