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When Talut set forth with the armies, he said: "Allah will test
you at the stream: if any drinks of its water, he goes not with my
army: only those who taste not of it go with me: a mere sip out of
the hand is excused." But they all drank of it, except a few. When
they crossed the river,- he and the faithful ones with him,- they
said: "This day we cannot cope with Goliath and his forces." But

those who were convinced that they must meet Allah, said: "How
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oft, by Allah's will, hath a small force vanquished a big one?

Allah is with those who steadfastly persevere." When they
advanced to meet Goliath and his forces, they prayed: "Our Lord!
Pour out constancy on us and make our steps firm: help us
against those that reject faith." By Allah's will, they routed them;
and David slew Goliath; and Allah gave him power and wisdom
and taught him whatever (else) He willed. And did not Allah
check one set of people by means of another, the earth would
indeed be full of mischief: but Allah is full of bounty to all the
worlds. These are the signs of Allah: we rehearse them to thee in
truth: verily thou art one of the messengers. Those messengers
We endowed with gifts, some above others: to some of them
Allah spoke; others He raised to degrees (of honour); to Jesus the
son of Mary We gave clear (signs), and strengthened him with
the holy spirit. If Allah had so willed, succeeding generations
would not have fought among each other, after clear (signs) had
come to them, but they (chose) to wrangle, some believing and
others rejecting. If Allah had so willed, they would not have

fought each other; but Allah does what He wills.
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