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Hast thou not turned thy vision to those who declare that they

believe in the revelations that have come to thee and to those
before thee? Their (real) wish is to resort together for judgment
(in their disputes) to the Evil (Tagut) though they were ordered to
reject him. But Satan's wish is to lead them astray far away (from
the right). When it is said to them: "Come to what Allah hath
revealed, and to the messenger™: Thou seest the hypocrites avert
their faces from thee in disgust. How then, when they are seized
by misfortune, because of the deeds which they hands have sent
forth? Then their come to thee, swearing by Allah: "We meant no
more than good-will and conciliation!" Those men,— Allah knows
what is in their hearts; so keep clear of them, but admonish them,
and speak to them a word to reach their very souls. We sent not a
messenger, but to be obeyed, in accordance with the leave of
Allah. If they had only, when they were unjust to themselves,
come unto thee and asked Allah's forgiveness, and the messenger
had asked forgiveness for them, they would have found Allah
indeed oft-returning, most merciful. But no by thy Lord, they can
have no (real) faith. Until they make thee judge in all disputes
between them, and find in their souls no resistance against thy
decisions, but accept them with the fullest conviction. If We had
ordered them to sacrifice their lives or to leave their homes, very
few of them would have done it: but if they had done what they
were (actually) told, it would have been best for them, and would
have gone farthest to strengthen their (faith); and We should then
have given them from our presence a great reward; and We
should have shown them the straight way. All who obey Allah
and the messenger are in the company of those on whom is the
grace of Allah,— of the prophets (who teach), the sincere (lovers

of truth), the martyrs, and the righteous (who do good): Ah! How
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beautiful is their company. Such is the bounty from Allah: and
sufficient is it that Allah knoweth all.
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