General Clauses Act 1897
Serial number: Act 10 of 1897

Date of passing: 11™" March 1897

Long title: An Act to consolidate and extend the General
Clauses Act, 1868 and 1887.

Preamble and enacting formula: WHEREAS it is expedient
to consolidate and extend the General Clauses Acts, 1868 (1
of 1868) and 1887 (1 of 1887); it is hereby enacted as follows.

SYNOPSIS

Consolidating Act

Consolidating Act

The General Clauses Act, 1897 is a consolidating and amending
Act.”t It consolidated and extended the General Clauses Act
1868 and 1887 on the lines of the Interpretation Act 1889 of
England. The purpose of the act is to avoid superfluity and a
repetition of language;*? and to be placed in a single Act,
provisions as regarded definition of words and legal principles of
interpretation which would otherwise have to be incorporated in
many different Acts and Regulations.”® The definition and the
rules of interpretation contained in the General Clauses Act have
to be read in every other statute governed by it, provided the
statute does not contain anything repugnant to them in the subject
or context™ or does not exhibits a different intention.”® The Act

is also applicable for interpretation of Constitution./®
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